Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg: 

RESOLUTION 2012-13
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING RYAN BASFORD AND MICHAEL STUKEL FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING FOOTBALL CAREERS AND FOR THEIR WILLINGNESS TO SERVE THEIR COUNTRY IN THE NAVY AS GRADUATES OF THE UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, quarterback Michael Stukel and tight end/defensive end Ryan Basford starred at Bishop Kenny High School on the 2004-2006 football teams, leading the Crusaders to their most successful seasons and first playoff appearances in three decades and earning All-City and team captain honors in the process; and


WHEREAS, upon graduation from Bishop Kenny in 2007 these highly recruited players signed scholarship commitments to continue their football careers at the U.S. Naval Academy and spent a transition year at the Naval Academy Prep School in Rhode Island, preparing for the academic, social and athletic rigors of college, at a military academy, while playing Division 1 athletics; and


WHEREAS, Michael Stukel played in every game in his junior and senior years at Navy after playing in three games as a sophomore, alternating between the slotback and quarterback positions for the first two years before settling in at slotback and gaining over 100 yards with two touchdowns in his senior season; and 


WHEREAS, Ryan Basford was the starting right tackle for the Midshipmen in his junior and senior years after appearing in two games as a sophomore, and helped open the holes for the formidable Navy running attack which finished as the fourth best rushing offense in Division 1, averaging over 312 yards per game; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Basford and Mr. Stukel, both economics majors, have excelled both in the classroom and on the football field, and will be commissioned as officers in the U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps, respectively, upon their graduation in May 2012 and will begin a minimum five year commitment to serve their country and the cause of freedom; and

WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville is extremely proud of the success and commitment of these fine young men, and wishes to express its thanks for their willingness to serve and their example of academic and athletic success; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Bishop Kenny High School graduates Ryan Basford and Michael Stukel upon their academic, athletic and military success at the United States Naval Academy, and wishes them the very best of success and happiness as they become commissioned officers in the United States Navy and undertake the defense of our freedom.  Their example is an inspiration to all who know them, and the City is grateful for their dedication and service.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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